So quickly did word of the wealth of the Klondike affect the outside world that 57 regis- 
tered steamboats, carrying more than 12,000 tons of supplies, docked at Dawson City 
between June and September 1898. A year later, 60 steamboats, 8 tugs and 20 barges 
were in service on the river. 

The stern-wheeler with wood-fired boilers, resulted in an important new industry along 
the river, and wood camps were established along the waterway. A steamer, depending 
upon its size, consumed approximately 120 cords of 4 foot wood every trip. The wood con- 
tracts ran into thousands of dollars annually, and employed large numbers of men. 


To handle the tonnage, barges were pushed ahead of the steamer. Freight was as var- 
ied as only a gold rich country could demand. Mining equipment, horse and dog feed was 
packed beside cut crystal, fine linens and first editions. Bacon, beans, flour, and dynamite 
shared cargo space with vintage wines, canned oysters, and evening gowns. 

The officers who commanded these ships were a special breed. Resourceful, self-re- 
liant, in constant combat with a river which could hide snags, rocks, sandbars, rapids or 
could suddenly fill with ice floes to crush the light wooden hulls. The captains had to know 
their river. Many had been Mississippi River men, others were deep-sea captains. 

Unfortunately none of the steamers in service at the time of the gold rush have survived. 
The National and Historic Sites Branch has preserved a typical vessel dating from 1922, 
the S.S. Keno, built in Whitehorse. The Keno was in good condition, necessitating little 
restoration work. Built for the 180 mile Stewart City-Mayo Landing run to transport silver, 
lead, zinc ore from thé mines in the Mayo district, the Keno is 130 feet long, 29.2 foot 
beam. The wood-burning boiler supplied steam to 2 1-cylinder engines. The ore was stock- 
piled on the bank of the river at Mayo Landing all winter, awaiting the arrival of the Keno 
in mid-May. In 1938 over 9,000 tons of ore were carried by the Keno, every sack of it man- 
handled. 

With the construction of the White Pass Railway in 1900, the hazardous navigation 
from Lake Bennett to Whitehorse was eliminated. For half-a-century the steamboats plied 
between Whitehorse and Dawson City, and between St. Michael, Alaska and Dawson, 
1,700 miles of waterway. 

The S.S. Keno was part of the fleet which played a major part in the history of the Yukon 
Territory. Without the riverboats, the gold of the Klondike and the silver, lead and zinc of 
the Mayo district would have remained in the hills for at least another half century, and 
the development of the Canadian West and North would have suffered in consequence. 

In 1960 the Keno was moved to her present berth, on Dawson's waterfront, beside 
the Canadian Bank of Commerce. Her shallow draught and low superstructure made 
transfer the easier. On her last trip to Dawson, she carried 21 passengers, mostly news- 
paper correspondents and camera men. The old river steamer has been preserved to com- 

nec d:memor n era assed forever. Eventually she will be made into a museum. 
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